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(EPHESI ANS 1: 11-18)

I shall always renmenber the old | ady who deci ded to
bequeath to ne her fortune. " M boy," she said, " | am a
weal t hy woman. I have property in Engl and and Sout h
Africa, but | cannot expect to live nmuch longer. | have
decided to leave ny possessions to you." Wen she sniled,
she seenmed an angel! Thereafter | walked on air until one
of the local people asked how | was getting along wth ny
hostess. Possibly he saw the excitenent in nmy eyes, for he
said, " She is a wonderful old lady, but she has one weakness.
Has she spoken about her wll vyet? She nakes one every

mont h, and probably gets a real kick out of doing it. Has
she told you she intends to |eave everything to you? Ah,
I thought so. She is always approaching new people wth the

same story. Her Jlawer nmust be a patient nan." Yes, that
kindly lady made ne her sole beneficiary, but she forgot to
die-intine. " For where a testanent 1is, there nust also of

necessity be the death of the testator. For a testament is
of force after nmen are dead; otherwise it is of no strength at
all while the testator liveth " (Heb. 9: 16, 17). An inheritance
depends upon three things: (i) Soneone nmust have sonething
to bequeath; (ii) That person nmust die before the wll becones
operative; (iii) Then the beneficiary can claim the inheritance
and rejoice in its provision.

Qur Inheritance in Christ-1-11

Paul speaks of our inheritance in Christ, and then affirnms
that the Lord Jesus also has an inheritance in us. The
Saviour had something to bequeath, and H's death nade it
possi ble for beneficiaries to register clainms. Against the back-
ground of slavery, the apostle speaks of redenption through
the blood of Christ; but in Ephesians 2:5-7 the magnificent
sweep of his vision enconpasses the eternal breadth of God's

purposes for the <church. 1In the past, He qui ckened us
together with Christ; in the present, He has nmade us to sit
in the place of divine power; in the future, He intends to

display H's eternal kindness before the assenbled hosts of
heaven. Wen Royalty honors a subject, the act is reported
around the world. Simlarly, " . . in the ages to come he
m ght show the exceeding riches of his grace in his kindness

toward us through Jesus Christ." The forgiveness of si ns,
eternal life, the filling of the Holy Spirit, enduenent of power,
and the assurance that sonme day we shall be like Hm are

all part of our great inheritance. Sonetinmes earthly inherit-
ances are conditioned by restrictive clauses; a man nmay not

register his claimuntil he has reached a specified age. CQur

i nheritance may be cl ai ned now.

Christ's Inheritance in Us- 1:18

It should be noted that, while Paul rejoiced in the first
i nheritance, he prayed for wisdom to grasp the full signifi-
cance of the second. He prayed for three things: (i) That
Christians night wunderstand the purpose of God's call-the
hope of H's <calling. There were things for which Chri st
fervently hoped. The apostle spoke of an inheritance. He
envi saged the joys of ownership, and thought not only of a
soul forgiven but of one possessed. An inheritance possessed
may be used by its recipient to further his purposes and
i ncrease his pleasure. Christ plans to reach a world, but to
do so needs instrunents. Second only to the joy of possessing
men is the thrill of using them There is nmuch latent wealth in
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the hunman soul, and this nay be bequeathed to the Saviour
Yet in spite of every noble resolve, the fulfillnment of our wll
can never be acconplished until we also die-" for a testa-
ment is of force after nen are dead.” W need to be crucified
with Christ, for only then can the Lord Jesus take H's inheri-
tance. Thus (ii) Paul prays that Christians may becone
conversant with the details of this great inheritance; and (iii)

asks that men mght know" . . . +the exceeding greatness of
his power to usward who believe . . . " Yet the key to all this
is the crucifixion of the self-life. The cross of Calvary stands
at the centre of everything spiritual. Through H's death for

us we may inherit the riches of heaven; through our death
for Hm He can inherit the riches of earth. He was glad to
lay dowmn His |ife for us; it is problematical whether we shal

be glad to enulate H's exanple. Elsewhere Paul speaks of

our being |laborers together wth God-we are partners in
a great concern. Together we work toward the one gr eat
end. However, we do well to consider a question. W have

been able to claimour inheritance; has He been able to «claim
H s?

Ch, teach nme howto die, dear Lord,
To di e upon a cross:

To give to Thee that which is Thine,
And count all else but dross.

Then teach me howto live, dear Lord,
To take Thy hand in mine:

To work, and pray, and seek for souls,
Until the world is Thine.

The Sl ave Who Refused Hi s Freedom
Perhaps the suprene illustration of this two-way inheritance
cones from the Bible itself. Under Mdsaic Ilaw, provision was
made whereby a slave could refuse his freedom in order to

continue in the service of his nmaster. In Exodus 21:2-6 we
read the following commandnent: " |If t hou buy an Hebr ew
servant, six years he shall serve: and in the seventh he shal
go out free for nothing. If he came in by hinself he shall go
out by hinself: if he were married, then his wfe shall go out
with him |If his naster have given him a w fe, and she
have borne him sons or daughters; the wfe and her «children
shall be her nmaster's and he shal | go out by hi msel f.
And if the servant shall plainly say, | love ny nmaster, ny
wife, and nmy children; | will not go out free: then his naster
shall bring himunto the judges; he shall also bring him to the
door, or unto the doorpost; and his naster shall bore his ear
through with an aul; and he shall serve him for ever." Here is

clearly defined the difference between bondage and dedicated
service. A slave may serve because he has no alternative
Wien he rejects freedom because |love pronpts further service,

the Master my be assured this servant wll be wort h hi s
weight in goldl The Master's kindness begets increasing |ove.
To be free is the greatest heritage of all, yet when a nman
voluntarily chooses to remain a slave-when he puts to death
the inherent longings of his soul-the life which follows wll
be conpletely dedicated. The nmast er t her eupon i nherits in
his servant a wealth of devotion and service hitherto unknown.
| love, |I love nmy Master
I will not go out free:
For He is ny Redeener,
He paid the price for ne.
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Wiy Don't You Get Qut of the Way?

It is problematical whether Wales ever produced a greater
preacher than the late Rev. R B. Jones, for the influence of
this man of God reached every part of +the Principality. His
untiring activity, his soul-stirring oratory, his deep faith in

the Woird of God, were those of a true prophet. Al l hi s
students revered him and to sit at his feet was unforgettable.
Years after | had left his lecture hall, | stayed in the hone
of a saintly lady who had known the beloved Principal for
many years. She told nme of earlier tines, when as a young
mnister R B. Jones had first nmde an i mpact upon t he
Christian church. He was young, el oquent det erm ned,
dom nant . Ever ywher e he went , congr egati ons overf | owed

the churches; yet sonething seened to be |lacking. Then one
day a certain woman, a close friend of the young minister

said to him "Wy don't you get out of the way?" It was
enough. Fromthat nonment God filled the soul of H's servant
with new power, and | amonly one of the very mny people

who will forever thank God for the privilege of neeting and
knowi ng this great nan

Dr. Scroggie's Testinony
I once heard Dr. Graham Scroggie tell a Keswi ck audience
that he could renenber a tine in his early years in the
mnistry when he reached the end of hinself. He was con-

vinced he was a failure, and would never succeed in the
mnistry. Then one day he clinbed a hillside, and sat in the
shadow of a tree. Around himthe world seemed to be falling
to pieces; the outlook was bleak indeed. " And then," said
Dr. Scroggie, " He took me, and blessed ne, and brake ne;
and ever since has used ne to feed a hungry nmultitude."
lently the great Keswick audience listened to the speaker

as he devel oped his point. The greatest thing a Christian can
do is to die; to reach that place of self abnegation where he

is able to say, " | amcrucified with Christ: nevertheless |
live; yet not 1, but Christ liveth in ne: and the life which |
now live in the flesh, I live by the faith of the Son of Cod,
who | oved ne, and gave hinself for me " (Gl. 2: 20). Dr

Scroggi e had received a great inheritance through the death
of his Redeener; the Lord Jesus received a simlar inheritance
when beneath a hillside tree H's weary servant gave up
dependi ng upon sel f-sufficiency.
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It has been said that John Newton was once the slave of a
sl ave wonman; that he had reached depths of human depravity
unknown by nost civilized people. Then Christ found him
and the grace of God comrenced to I|ift the fallen nan from
t he dept hs of shane. Gradual |y John Newt on becane
stronger in the Christian faith, and ultimately entered the
mnistry. H's charm and power as a saintly preacher were
recogni zed in high circles, and finally the forner slave of a
sl ave worman becane the rector of a renowned church in the
Cty of London. This was the nan who w ot e-

How sweet the nane of Jesus sounds
In a believer's ear

It soothes his sorrows, heals his wounds,
And drives away his fear.
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